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ABSTRACT

At the time of independence of India in 1947, Indés divided and separate Pakistan was createdg&lesnd
Punjab province was divided at the time of partiti€ast Bengal and West Punjab were included ind®ak and West
Bengal and East Punjab remained in India. The nitgddindus of East Bengal becomes refugees and liaelybeen
coming to the different adjoining border provinaddndia for having shelter since the partitionlaflia. The majority of
the refugees of East Bengal took shelter in Wesg@e The Govt. of West Bengal had to take respditgifor these
refugees. The Government took initiatives to eisthaldome camps for the shelter of these refugdmsestablishment of

Cooper’'s Camp and some more camps in the distfitaalia were the first step of this initiative bEtGovernment.
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INTRODUCTION
The First Refugee Camp in West Bengal after Partitin

At the time of independence of India in 1947, gdapart of the Muslim-inhabited region of India lseseded and
a separate state came into being PAKISTAN by ndameonnection with the afforested secession, tvavioices of India,
Bengal and Punjab were divided. East Bengal andt\Wesjab were included in Pakistan and West Beagdl East
Punjab remained in India. The minority Hindus obERengal becomes refugees and they had been ceonihg different
adjoining border provinces of India for having sbelsince the partition of India. The majority dietrefugees of East
Bengal took shelter in West Bengal. The Govt. of sW8engal had to take responsibility for these geés.
The Government took initiatives to establish sommgs for the shelter of these refugees. The estabint of Cooper’s

Camp and some more camps in the district of Nadis ¥he first step of this initiative of the Goverent.

Before the partition of India communal riot occuti@ Noakhali in 1946 and consequently, the repeessfugees
of Noakhali began to arrive at Ranaghat in Nadgridt. In the month of November, 1946 twenty-threfugee families
took shelter at first inChinese Mission Campodf Ranaghat. But after the partition of India eganumber of started to
arrive at Ranaghat every day. As a result fromafmresaid period the Govt. took initiations to $helthe refugees.
Having been authorized by the Govt., Jamini Saakaa Deputy Dispersal officer and some higher effias his assistants
arrived at the Chinese Mission camp of Ranaghaheri?' day of November in 1948. Phani Bhusan Chakrabway an
important assistant of Janimi Sarkar among thestas#s who were entrusted to look after the encdmptugees of
Ranaghat. When the pressure the said Chinese Mi€dmp was converted into a Transit Camp. The dsinerof the

land possessed by the Chinese Mission Camp wastywo bighas and the said area which was ‘full shiawl,
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Simul tree, through bushes and kush plants werewoded by prickly iron were under the directiorttod intruded Govt.
offices! It may be remarked that thus the captive lifehef tefugees sheltered at the Chinese Mission Campunded by

prickly iron was ensured.

It became urgent to take the permission from thHaciral of the camp for entrance into the Chinesiesidn
Camp’ surrounded by the prickly iron way. There avéhree ways for entrance into the Chinese Mis€iamp and those
ways were under constant guards surveillance. Tihg. Gffices, who were entrusted to look after teRigees living into
Chinese Mission Camp, decided to name of the CamwdEast Bengalis a variegated complexion of the glamusly
beautiful land of a folktale. The presence of tigm ®f beauty or the handsome complexion of theityeaf East Bengal is
also noticed in body, mind, education and cultuir¢he refugees coming from the different distridise Govt. authority
has upheld the precedence of their likings in thgecof naming the Transit Camp. The person, whachasen the name
of the Transit Camp by which the memory of EastgBeimfect through the naming of the said camp #mallife of the
transit camp can be forgotten, have unfolded theiistic outlooks. In the month of December, 1948 Chinese Mission
Camp was named ‘Rupashree Pallylri such a way the naming of other camps and diffeBlocks was started by
producing harmony between the natural resourcdsast Bengal and their deeds of naming- e.g.- ‘MaghRadma’,
‘Yamuna’ etc® After 1949-1950 the flux of refugees in Nadia distbecame more intensive and under such circurosg
other refugee camps including Ranaghat, Dhubukalgglly came into existence. From the afforesteidtpaf view, it
may be said that the refugee camp of Rupasree €sthplished first in Nadia district was the pianekthe initial resort
of the uprooted displaced persons in West Berialpashree Pally was the transit camp or the eletmgncenter for
kerning or displaced persons. Before completiothefelementary learning of refugees life, they veenat to the different
camps came into being in West Bengal. The refugédlupashree Pally were sent to the rehabilitatmenter of
Gayeshpur, Katagunge of Nadia for rehabilitationamy refugees were also sent to Andaman from Rueashally.

Up to 1949 coming and going from Rupashree Pally h@en running at a stretch.”

When the pressure of refugee population begandease at the refugee camp of Rupashree PallyGdwe
acquired more adjoining land of the camp with awte enlarging the dimension of the camp. Aboutybar 1950, the
total land of Rupashree Pally stood seventy a®asthe advent of the minority Hindu community frahe vast area of
East Bengal had been on the move under such poasadiving of refugees few refugee camps came éxistence at
Ranaghat, Dhubulia, Chandmari, Chamta and soon adiaNdistrict. Simultaneously refugee camps at Buddi,
Shalbani, Bhadrakali, Ghusuri and soon in someidistf West Bengal came into being. In the meaatitie refugee
camp of Rupashree Pally was divided into two sestianale and female. The number of refugees betanrerease
gradually at Rupashree Pally and consequently, smieeted refugee families were shifted to Coopefisgee camp near
Rupasree Pally. Those who between eligible forbgtetion were shifted to Cooper’s transit camppas the decision of
the Govt?

The Cooper’'s camp of Ranaghat was another impor&fagee camp. In 1944 an outpost for foreign amjit
came into possession by a settlement on the lamdeaSuring to thousand and a thousand acres towsrdsouth-East
direction which was existed about one and a haksmaway from Ranaghat Railway Station. In regarthe aforesaid
mother, Harinarayan Adhikary has written thdtte American Soldiers mainly used to reside at thiitary outpost of
Ranaghat. There lived a higher officer equivalenthte Head of them Henry Cooper by nhame. Subsdygubatvast are of

the military outpost was named ‘Cooper's camp’ laftee name of Henry Cooper. The Chinese Mission fCaras
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founded on the land of Rupashree Pally (hamingugaRtree Pally was not yet made) with a view talezimg medical
treatment to the wounded and sick soldiers. Imnelyiafter the end of the World War 1l i.e. by tlear 1946 the foreign
soldiers of the Chinese Mission Camp left theirraeks. The region, which was once full of the gmase of soldiers’
activities, became desolate. The said lonely mylitaarrack was gradually converted into a camp &oshelter of the

shelter-seeking persons mistaken about a direstioce the month of November, 1947.

The Cooper’s refugee camp of Ranaghat founded éthvt. of West Bengal started its function on 148 day
of March, 1950. The following news was publishedhia Ananda Bazar Patrikalhe introduction of the camp was made
by erecting tent on the abandoned land of militheyrack located between the extreme part of théwegis and the
‘Longorkhana’ (Charitable distribution center of aked food etc.). As to the light it may be said thare were in total
eighteen hurricane-light and about one thousandribane-lantern in camp. There were forty tube welky seven
hundred and fifty refugees. There were temporavatiary and open drain. Cooked rice dal, atta, cksttand one rupee
for pocket expense par head or ‘dole’ were donditeth the ‘Longorkhana’. At the initial stage onlyenty two refugee
families were sheltered in the newly introduced pafin the beginning the refugee families, which wereltred in that
refugee camp, were shifted to the different refugamps of Bihar and Orissa subsequently. Afterstid transfer not a
single family was shifted because the Govt. of Bémad Orissa were unwilling to shoulder the exeesponsibility as the
agreement was already fulfilled. As a result thiegee families sheltered at the Cooper's Camp werapelled to stay

here for many days before their rehabilitatiorhat particular placé.

The Cooper's Camp was the largest refugee camp @st\VBengal. From here the refugees were sent for
rehabilitation at the different places. The afor@ssamp was started combined with the tent erebtethe said of the
railway line, shops and ‘Longarkhana’ etc. In thegipning of the year 1950 refugee Gauranga Das sbeker at the
Cooper’'s Camp and later on the narrated his aadj@xperience of the encamped life in the follomimgy. He told that
his family was one of the twenty-two families skedtd first at the Cooper’s Camp. During the saidopethey were given
rice, pulses, wheat, clothes and one rupee in tas$le. aforesaid refugee families could not maintagir livelihood by
dint of the dry dole (dry food) received from thev& Therefore, they were compelled to purchase friem outside with
the cash dole received. Some refugee families Wetenate to bring money with them in secret attthre of leaving the
country. They would purchase food and other esslectimmodities from outside with the aforeside mpofer want of

insufficient Govt. Assistance.

On the & day of April 1950 central Minister J.P. Narayamesto visit the Cooper's Camp. In the meantime Dr.
Rajedra Prasad, president of India wanted to thsitdifferent refugee camps of West Bengal in ttmntim of October
1950. Headers of almost each refugee camp among than one hundred refugee camps of West Bengal their
almost to get enlisted the names of their own reéugamp in the schedule of the visit of the Pregidi last the authority
of the Refugee Department selected the names ofdfugee camps to be visited by the President. @rkem was the
then largest refugee Camp named Dhubulia and tier etas the second largest refugee camp, hametioiyger's Camp
of Ranaghat. It is to be mentioned hue that thelDha refugee camp was conducted by the Govt. oétVBengal the
Cooper’s Camp of Ranaghat was conducted by theadeiovt. directly. But the said tow refugee cam@se situated in
the district of Nadia. President Dr. Rajendra Pdasas accompanied by Dr. Kailashnath Katju, the tBevernor of West
Bengal, Shree Abani Bhusan Chatterjee, the gt.eSmgr of the Rehabilitation Department, Govt. oflily Shree
Hiranmoy Bandyopadhyaya, Refugee Commissioner o$tVBengal and so on. At first, President Dr. Rajanidrasad
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arrived at the Dhubulia camp and delivered his cpée Bengali in the assembly of the encamped efagThe speech of
the President in Bengali touched the heart of evefygee of the Dhubulia camp. The President esprehis deep
sympathy for the days of hardship with the refugeed he also consoled them that those who wouldetotn to East

Pakistan would be surely rehabilitated. A deepdgtilh situation reigned in the Dhubulia Refugear@eafter the death of
a young refugee happened due to police firing sad@mgs ago, but the said situation became disappesited the

consolatory, the refugee greeted the Presidenhbytimg for victory on this way to Calcutta from @ulia, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad came to the Cooper’'s Camp of Ranaghat dindrée his consolatory speech in Bengali in thepshof promise on

behalf of the Govt. of India and the refugee presere charmed to hear the said promise of theidenes®

About the year 1954-55 the refugee became endahghre to high price and scarcity of rice. During th
aforesaid period, the black marketers would brimmes rice from Burdwan to Berhampur, Devagram ahérgplaces. The
price of rice of Burdwan was somewhat cheaper tharrice of Ranaghat. Many poor refugee familiesilda@o to the
said distant places by the midnight train for Lddgim order to purchase rise. The hints of miserdinlancial disposition
of the refugees are easily inferred from the instanf coming and going to the distant places byrti@night train,
remaining awake the whole of the night only to pase of two to four kilos of rice for their fam#iavith a view to saving

trivial two to four anna picé

Every refugee inhabitant of Cooper’'s Camp was bedrtd record his name in the Relief office anchim Transit
center Register of Ranaghat. A general hospital egablished in the Cooper's Camp for the mediestment of the
refugees and the aforesaid hospital had been omthe till the year 1977. The supply of drinkingterawas very
insufficient. Everywhere of the Cooper's Camp wal 6f temporary and must built lavatories withauy shade and
uncovered drainage. Within ten days after the éistabent of the camp 126 refugees died of chdfefhe reference of
the dreadful situation of the Cooper’'s Camp is algailable in the disruption of the inhabitant lné said camp Harinarayn
Adhikary.“The environment of the Cooper's Camp was equivaienfernal death agony. It became full of hordhre to
the foul smell of mud-built temporary lavatory,aiganized drainage system and increase of mosquaod house-flies.
They were scanty of drinking water. There was navigion for the admission of refugee patients irthbihe Sub-
divisional and Missionary Hospitals. The Militaryospital of Cooper’s Camp was converted into theuge$ Hospital in
order to render the medical service for the treatinaf the patients suffering from cholera, smallpoxl tuberculosis. The
car donated by the ‘Hindu Satkar Samity’ for cangpdead bodies to the cremation ground could notycall the dead
bodies in spite of maxing conservative trip rouhd tlock. Therefore, temporary cremation ground wr&sited under a
banyan tree existed in the east side of the Coep&dmp. The number of dead bodies brings too mihehfuneral

obsequies of dead persons were not properly pegdrim there two cremation grounds’”

Refugee Pulin Biswas took shelter at the Coopeam of Ranaghat from Sealdah Station accompanidusby
other family members. The condition of the refudemilies of Cooper’s camp was actually indescribalnl a word.
Derangement and insufficiency in all the fieldluding habitats, drinking water and medical treatitnrmade the refugee
camps in the extreme point of an intolerable situatPassing through some hardships Pulin Baburbethe leader of the
refugees. He involved himself with the various abeictivates for the refugees living in West Berayad its outside also.
That is why Palash Biswas, young son of Pulin Bladtame fortunate to visit the different refugee pafounded outside
West Bengal. Palash Babu observed that the refugsbhe were rehabilitated outside West Bengal, ngmel

Dandakaranya, Andaman and in another provinces werthe whole, passing their days more happilp that of the
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refugee living in the refugee camps of Nadia distin West Bengal. In the year 1964, he went tdt ¥iee Rudrapur
Transit camp of Nainital. Palash Biswas observeat th comparison with the refugee camps of Benlgal Rudrapur
Transit camp was as like as heaven in regard tauttamgement for lavatory and supply of water, €twugh the refugee
families of Bengal remain unrehabilitated for matays in Nadia and other districts, the arrangerf@anbabitats of the
refugee of the Rudrapur Transit camp was done fasty He could not realize the reason for the $tapl of refugees
living in Bengal in his tender age though there everell-arrangement for the refugees living outdingal'* Present
inhabitant of Taherpur Dilip Chaki has informed tthlae means for protection of self-prestige weré maticed in the

refugee camp of Ranaghat. There was a mud-builpdeany lavatory for some families and always themld remain

someone standing in a quire before the entrantieedfivatory. The similar situation would have bé&sred by the female
refugees during bathing in the tube wells becatfiskeopresence of bathers in a crowd. That is viley sincerely wanted

to be rehabilitated elsewhere from Cooper's Canig seon®®

In this way, the first shelter for the East Bengaliugees was established and developed at Ranaytia
district of Nadia. But the flow of migration begamincrease gradually. So the Government had abésh more camps in
Nadia and outside Nadia district. Later on, mariygees were rehabilitated outside West Bengal, sschandakaranya,
Nainital, and Andaman etc. A large part of the gees of Cooper's Camp was to send Dandakaranyaevthe
atmosphere was very unfavorable for the refugeagwdy, thus the Bengali refugees were includedhénrhain stream of

West Bengal.
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